
Washington, DC.- 

On Wednesday, September 12, U.S. Senate 
agreed to pass without a vote S.Res.525, 

“designating September 2018 as National 
Democracy Month as a time to reflect on the 
contributions of the system of government of 
the United States to a more free and stable 
world.”

The Resolution – introduced on May 24th by  
Sen. Chuck Grassley [R-IA] – was an idea of the 
American Democracy Month Council (ADMC), an 
organization founded by Greek-American lobbyist 
Andy Manatos, with an aim “to strengthen Ameri-
can democracy by placing the imprimatur of our 
federal government on the creation and implemen-
tation of an official American Democracy Month. 
This Month will provide the mechanism necessary 
to broadly re-educate Americans about the life and 
death impact of maintaining our democratic pil-
lars.”

In a story posted on the ADMC’s web site, we 
read that “with the hope of halting waning support 
for democracy, a bipartisan group of political icons 
and former U.S. Senate Majority Leaders – Bob 
Dole, George Mitchell, Tom Daschle and Trent 
Lott– in their capacity with the American Democ-
racy Month Council (ADMC) – successfully urged 
the U.S. Senate to pass legislation last night creating 
National Democracy Month for September 2018. 
This comes in response to repeated studies showing 
a critical loss of Americans’ faith in democracy. “

What makes the story more newsworthy is that 
the goal to establish a National Democracy Month 
brought together two lobbyists working for differ-

ent camps. While Manatos is working for decades 
on Greek national issues, former Senate Majority 
leader Tom Daschle was lobbying for Turkey and 
according to “Bloomberg” his group reported being 
paid $216,000 from January 2017 through March 
2018.

ADMC Founder Andy Manatos said, “The Sen-

ate’s legislation officially establishes that ‘the United 
States must once more teach and educate the people 
by taking appropriate actions to highlight and em-
phasize the importance of democratic principles 
and their essential role in our freedoms and way of 
life.’”

According to the highly regarded, international 
World Values Survey, living in a democracy is con-
sidered essential today by only 30% of our young 
people and less than a majority of those under the 
age of 60. In addition, 35% of well-to-do young 
Americans support army rule in America, a rise 
from 6% in 1995, according to the Journal of De-
mocracy.

The legislation to create National Democracy 
Month was introduced, moved through the Senate 
and into law by Senate Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Chuck Grassley and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber Dianne Feinstein joined by 23 Senators as 
co-sponsors— for a total of one-fourth of the US 
Senate.

With this official designation, the ADMC will 
begin implementing a number of programs to reed-
ucate Americans about our democracy. It will work 
with NowThis (#1 social news publisher in the 

world) as an official partner of the ADMC. NowThis 
reaches over 70% of all U.S. young adults on a 
monthly basis, and averages more than 2.6 billion 
views each month with over 50 million social fol-
lowers. This will be in addition to Senators and 
Members of the House, who have a total reach of an 
estimated 91 million social followers.

The Council is also establishing local democracy 
coalitions across the country, a major national lec-
ture series, a national essay contest in schools, high 
profile democracy awards and Congressional hear-
ings for an annual reassessment of support for de-
mocracy in America. The former Majority Leaders 
along with ADMC Founder’s Circle Chairman 
Dennis Mehiel, Founding Board Members John 
Negroponte, Manatos and others on ADMC boards, 
will help advise the ADMC programs.

Members of the Council believe it is essential 
that Americans become reeducated about the peril-
ously fragile status of democracy. They believe that 
Americans must again understand academia’s con-
sensus that democracy is the only form of govern-
ment that produces freedom with any regularity. In 
addition, Americans must once more learn to value 
democracy even with all its frustrations. As the re-
vered former British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill said, “Democracy is the worst form of 
government except for all those other forms tried 
from time to time.”

September 2018 is a National Democracy Month 

Greek Artists Help
Greece’s Economic
Recovery Through 
Auction Donations
At the Hellenic
Initiative’s 6th Gala

NEW YORK CITY, September 13, 2018 — 
Greek artists from around the world have come 
together to help Greece’s economic recovery by 
donating artwork that will be sold in a silent and 
live auction on Friday, September 21 at The Hel-
lenic Initiative’s (THI) Sixth Annual Gala in New 
York City to be held at the  New York Hilton Mid-
town.

Featured will be works from Stephen Antonak-
as, Aristodimos Kaldis, George Negroponte, Cris 
Gianakos, Lilia Ziamou, Zoe Keramea, Pavlos Sa-
mios, Peter D. Gerakaris, and more.  Visit auction 
website here https://www.thehellenicinitiativeauc-
tion.com/lite-ui/?controller=lots&catego-
ry=All%20Lots

This year’s honorees are Paul Polman, CEO of 
Unilever and THI’s Regeneration Program Part-
ner and Philanthropist Corinne Mentzelopoulos, 
Owner of Château Margaux.

 The Hellenic Initiative (THI), which leads the 
Greek diaspora community internationally in 
raising awareness and capital for Greece, is host-
ing its 6th Annual Gala to raise funds that will be 
invested in entrepreneurial programs in Greece. 
The gala also will support Greek NGOs that foster 
economic development opportunities and provide 
crisis relief for underserved communities in 
Greece, particularly children. Last year’s gala 
raised more than $2 million.

Paul Polman is the CEO of Unilever and THI’s 
Regeneration Program partner. THI’s ReGenera-
tion program was launched in 2014 to train, men-
tor, and place highly qualified millennials in in-
ternships at top Greek and multinational compa-
nies. More than 320 internships have been created 
at more than 100 companies. Recognized as the 
top internship program in Greece, more than 80 
percent of participants secure a contract extension 
or hire.

Corinne Mentzelopoulos is a philanthropist, 
owner, and CEO of Château Margaux. 

Founded in 2012, THI is a global, nonprofit, 
secular institution mobilizing the Greek diaspora 
and Philhellene community to support sustainable 
economic recovery and renewal for the Greek 
people. THI’s programs address crisis relief 
through strong nonprofit organizations. THI also 
builds entrepreneurial skills in a new generation 
of business leaders. 

For more information visit https://www.thehel-
lenicinitiative.org/

BROOKLYN, NY — Kostantinos Mallas, 
Partner, Georgaklis & Mallas PLLC, has been 
recognized by the New York Metro Super Law-
yers list for the sixth year in a row. Acknowl-
edged in the practice areas of Personal Injury — 
General: Plaintiff and Personal Injury — Medical 
Malpractice: Plaintiff, Mr. Mallas is among an ex-
clusive elite of no more than 5% of other lawyers 
in New York State selected by Super Lawyers.

Before being named to the New York Metro 
Super Lawyers list for the first time in 2013, Mr. 
Mallas was named a “Rising Star” in 2011 and 
2012. Only 2.5% of all attorneys in the state are 
named “Rising Stars.”

Mr. Mallas currently heads up the firm’s per-
sonal injury department. His most notable ac-
complishment was his representation of a man 
awarded $18.6 million for his injuries, of which 
$16 million was for pain and suffering with the 
remainder directed toward past and future 
medical bills — the largest affirmed pain and 
suffering jury verdict in New York State to date.

Prior to founding the firm, Mr. Mallas was an 
Associate at Sullivan, Papain, Block, McGrath 
& Cannavo PC and held the same position at 
Crasto & Associates PC. He is admitted to prac-
tice law in New York and before the United 
States District Courts for the Eastern and 
Southern Districts of New York. Mr. Mallas has 

lectured young lawyers on trial techniques for 
the New York State Trial Lawyers Institute and 
is an active member of the New York State Tri-
al Lawyers Association, National Trial Lawyers, 
Hellenic Lawyers Association, Nathan Sobel 
Kings County Inns of Court and Bay Ridge 
Lawyers Association.

Mr. Mallas received his Bachelor of Science 
in Paralegal Studies and his Juris Doctor from 
St. John’s University. He is an active member of 
many civic organizations, including the Ameri-
can Hellenic Educational Progressive Associa-
tion, where he had previously served as Presi-
dent for his local chapter.

Super Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business, 
is a rating service of outstanding lawyers from 
more than 70 practice areas who have attained 
a high degree of peer recognition and profes-
sional achievement. The annual selections are 
made using a patented multiphase process that 
includes a statewide survey of lawyers, an inde-
pendent research evaluation of candidates and 
peer reviews by practice area. The result is a 
credible, comprehensive and diverse listing of 
exceptional attorneys.

The Super Lawyers lists are published nation-
wide in Super Lawyers Magazine and in leading 
city and regional magazines and newspapers 
across the country. Super Lawyers Magazine al-

so features editorial profiles of attorneys who 
embody excellence in their practice of law. For 
more information about Super Lawyers, please 
visit SuperLawyers.com.

ABOUT GEORGAKLIS & MALLAS PLLC
The law office of Georgaklis & Mallas PLLC 

is a boutique law firm concentrating in the ar-
eas of personal injury, real estate and commer-
cial litigation. The attorneys at Georgaklis & 
Mallas PLLC have combined the quality and 
expertise of larger law firms with the respon-
siveness and the attention to detail of smaller 
firms. The firm’s goal is to provide clients with 
quality legal services while maintaining close 
personal contact. For more information, call 
(718) 238-2400 or visit www.gmlawny.com.
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