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Ronald Lanier said he plans to sue the Garden City Police Department and Garden City Village. ] Video: newsday.com/nassau
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a black man,” said Lanier’s attorney, Frederick Brewington,
of Hempstead. “And, the black
man just happens to be an officer who was in the store. Not
every black man is a suspect.”
Garden City Village Mayor
Nicholas P. Episcopia did not
return calls seeking comment.
Neither Episcopia nor the police department would name
the officers accused of the
beating.
Doyle said in a statement
that his officers arrested an-

other man in the supermarket
that day. That man, Stephen
Wilson, 49, of Rosedale,
Queens, attempted to steal
two designer handbags from
the Lord & Taylor department
store in Garden City about
6:30 p.m., according to Doyle.
When confronted by store security, Wilson dropped the
handbags and fled.
A Garden City police officer saw Wilson get into a gray
Acura and gave chase in his
patrol car, Doyle said.
Doyle said Wilson abandoned his car on the Long Island Rail Road tracks and ran
into Western Beef, where he
was arrested shortly after the
incident with Lanier, who was
released.
Wilson was charged with
petty larceny, unlawfully fleeing a police officer, reckless
driving and driving with a suspended license, Doyle said.
Lanier said yesterday that
Wilson, who is African-American, is “a hundred pounds”
heavier than him and was wearing brown clothing the day of
his arrest. Lanier said he was
clad in black.
Doyle would not provide
Wilson’s weight or height.
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A retired Nassau County correction officer yesterday said
Garden City police officers this
week mistook him for a
shoplifting suspect and beat
him after they threw him to the
ground and handcuffed him.
Ronald Lanier, 53, who is
African-American, said he
was shopping for cooking oil
on Wednesday at the Western
Beef supermarket in Mineola,
near where he lives, when
two white officers approached him from behind
and ordered him to put his
hands behind his back.
Lanier, who said he complied, asked the officers what
was going on, then told them,
“I am on the job” — a line law
enforcement officers use to
identify themselves to one another.
The officers, Lanier said,
didn’t believe him. Instead, he
said, they mocked him and

punched him in the head and
body while he was held on the
ground. The beating only
stopped, Lanier said, after he
urged fellow shoppers to
record the incident on their
smartphones.
“I was stripped of my service, stripped of my humanity,
stripped of my dignity,” a tearful Lanier said yesterday at a
news conference in Hempstead.
Lanier said he was treated
for bruises at Winthrop-University Hospital in Mineola.
Garden City Police Insp.
Michael J. Doyle yesterday declined to comment on the allegations.
Lanier, who served in the
U.S. Army and volunteered at
Ground Zero after 9/11, has notified the Garden City Police
Department and Garden City
Village that he intends to sue.
“The reason this happened
was not because he was doing
anything wrong, but because
they say they were looking for
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] Retired correction officer says police beat him

WASHINGTON — A presidential commission yesterday made
16 urgent recommendations to
improve the nation’s cybersecurity, including creating a nutritional-type label to help consumers shop wisely and appointing a new international ambassador on the subject — weeks before
President-elect
Donald
Trump takes office.
The release of the 100-page report follows the worst hacking of
U.S. government systems in history and accusations by the
Obama administration that Russia meddled in the U.S. presidential
election
by
hacking
Democrats.
The Presidential Commission
on Enhancing National Cybersecurity urged immediate action
within two to five years and suggested the Trump administration
consider acting on some proposals
within its first 100 days.
The commission recommended
that Trump create an assistant to
the president for cybersecurity,
who would report through the national security adviser, and establish an ambassador for cybersecurity, who would lead efforts to create international rules. It urged
steps, such as getting rid of traditional passwords, to end the threat
of identity theft by 2021 and said
Trump’s administration should
train 100,000 new cybersecurity
workers by 2020.
Other ideas included helping consumers to judge products using an
independent nutritional-type label
for technology products and services.
“What we’ve been doing over the
last 15 to 20 years simply isn’t working, and the problem isn’t going to
be fixed simply by adding more
money,” said Steven Chabinsky, a
commission member and the global
chair of the data, privacy and cybersecurity practice for White & Case
LLP, an international law firm.
He said the group wanted the
burden of cybersecurity “moved
away from every computer user
and handled at higher levels,” including internet providers and
product developers who could ensure security by default and design “for everyone’s benefit.”
The White House requested the
report in February and intended it
to serve as a transition memo for
the next president.

